[Fragmentation of hydrogel episcleral implants: a series of 4 cases].
A histopathologic study was performed on 4 capsule specimens obtained after surgical removal of hydrogel episcleral implant previously sutured to the scleral surface aiming to reattach the retina. Fragments of hydrogel were found on the inner surface of the capsular fragments, each of them parts of the capsule, which coated the hydrogel implant on the scleral surface. Some fragments were surrounded with a foreign body giant cell granulomatous reaction. Changes in scleral curvature and scleral thinning were consequences of the buckling procedure. The hydrogel fragmentation previously observed in experimental and human specimens gave histologic evidence of degradation of this material after its implantation on the eye surface. This characteristic demonstrates the instability of the material after implantation.